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Fire Safety – The Facts About Gasoline 
 
Gasoline is the most widely used fule in the world.  However, it’s frequently used  
improperly so that it ends up causing fires in homes & businesses.  The facts: 
 

• In 1998, there were 4,700 gasoline fires in U.S. homes, resulting in 86 deaths, 463 injuries 
and $92 million in direct property damage.  

• Many fire injuries resulted from unintentional causes such as: fuel spills or 
releases; using gasoline to wash parts, clean or refinish; gasoline too close to a 
heat source; children playing; improper storage; using gasoline to kindle a fire; 
and improper fueling technique. 

Gasoline Fire Prevention? 

• If fire does start while handling gasoline, do not attempt to extinguish the fire or stop the 
flow of gasoline. Leave the area immediately, and call for help.  

• Do not use or store gasoline near possible ignition sources (i.e., electrical devices, oil- or gas-
fired appliances, or any other device that contains a pilot flame or a spark).  

• Store gasoline outside the home (i.e., in a garage or lawn shed) in a tightly closed metal 
or plastic container approved by an independent testing laboratory or the local or state 
fire authorities. Never store gasoline in glass containers or non-reusable plastic 
containers (i.e., milk jugs).  

• Store only enough gasoline necessary to power equipment and let machinery 
cool before refueling it.  

• Never use gasoline inside the home or as a cleaning agent.  
• Clean up spills promptly and discard clean-up materials properly.  
• Do not smoke when handling gasoline.  
• Don’t fill a hot engine when using portable powered tools (lawnmower). 
• Never use gasoline in place of kerosene.  
• Use caution when fueling automobiles. Do not get in and out 

of the automobile when fueling. Although rare, an electrical 
charge on your body could spark a fire, especially during the 
dry winter months.  

• Only fill portable gasoline containers outdoors. Place the 
container on the ground before filling and never fill 
containers inside a vehicle or in the bed of a pick-up truck.   

• Follow all manufacturers instructions when using electronic 
devices (those with batteries or connected to an electrical 
outlet) near gasoline. 

Use Metal Safety Containers!

 

Don’t use Plastic Gas Containers!
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